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Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on United
States Trade and Investment Policy
for Sub-Saharan Africa and
Implementation of the African
Growth and Opportunity Act

May 20, 2004

To the Congress of the United States:

Consistent with title I of the Trade and
Development Act of 2000, I am providing
a report prepared by my Administration enti-
tled “2004 Comprehensive Report on U.S.
Trade and Investment Policy for Sub-Saha-
ran Africa and Implementation of the African
Growth and Opportunity Act.”

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 20, 2004.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 21.

Commencement Address at
Louisiana State University in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

May 21, 2004

Thank you all very much. Chancellor
Emmert and President Jenkins and Chair-
man Ogden, Members of the Congress,
members of the faculty, trustees, families,
distinguished guests, and members of the
Class of 2004. I want to thank you for the
warm welcome. It's great to be in the—on
this wonderful campus. I'm honored to be
with you on graduation day as all of you be-
come proud alumni of Louisiana State Uni-
versity.

As you graduate from LSU, your Chan-
cellor is graduating to new challenges as well.
We appreciate Chancellor Emmert for his
fine, steadfast leadership in making LSU one
of America’s flagship universities. This day
is a tribute as well to the faculty of LSU,
and we thank them for your skill and your
dedication.

Some in this class are graduating with hon-
ors, and I congratulate all of you on an
achievement that took a lot of discipline.
Others may have spent a little less time in
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the library—/[laughter]—a little more time
keeping the stools warm down at The
Chimes. [Laughter] But you earned your de-
gree, and you too can leave today with high
hopes. I speak with some authority here—
[laughter]—T've seen how things can work
out pretty well for a C student. [Laughter]

All of you have learned a lot here at LSU,
and you learned to take your sports seriously.
I know youre especially proud of your
mighty national champs, the finest athletes
to wear the LSU jersey, the Lady Tigers of
the women’s track team. Plus you've got a
pretty good football team too. I know first-
hand, when Coach Saban told me right there
at the White House how good this team was.
And T want to congratulate all the athletes
here at LSU.

After 4 years of sitting through lectures,
I have a feeling you’re not in the mood for
another one. You've probably had your fill
of political speeches from Free Speech Alley.
[Laughter] So today, on your last day at LSU,
I thought I would share a few important les-
sons that I've picked up along the way.

Let me begin with a very valuable lesson
I've learned, a lesson that has influenced my
well-being, and here it is: Listen to your
mother. [Laughter] I had little choice. My
mom has a way of speaking her mind. When
I paid attention, I benefited. When I didn't,
I paid the price. That’s how it still works.
[Laughter]

In the world’s eyes, you are now an inde-
pendent adult. In your mother’s eyes, you
probably still have some growing up to do.
You may not always agree with her advice,
but I think of it this way: The first voice you
heard is always worth listening to.

There are many moms and dads here
today, and I know how some of you are feel-
ing. It feels really good to write the last tui-
tion check. [Laughter] It also feels like the
last 20 years or so went by awfully fast. I
know you're proud of your sons and daugh-
ters, and I know they are grateful. Today we
honor the parents of the Class of 2004.

Here is another bit of advice I hope you
graduates will consider as you weigh the val-
ues and priorities of your life. Sometimes
you'll hear people say that moral truth is rel-
ative or call religious faith a comforting illu-
sion. And when you hear talk like that, take
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it seriously enough to be skeptical. It may
seem generous and openminded to say that
everybody, on every moral issue, is equally
right. But that attitude can also be an excuse
for sidestepping life’s most important ques-
tions. Most people over the ages have viewed
the search for moral truth as one of the main
purposes of life. And they were correct.
Good societies are constructed on the convic-
tion that there is right, and there is wrong,
and we can know the difference.

Our country depends on businesspeople
who are honest in keeping the books and
public officials who stay true to their oath
and soldiers who put their duty above com-
fort and men and women in every walk of
life who conduct themselves with integrity,
even when no one is watching.

Good lives are also constructed on moral
conviction. You will find that indifferent and
cynical men and women accomplish little
that makes them proud. You will find that
fighting injustice and evil requires a vision
of goodness and truth. You will find the only
way to live an honorable life is to believe
in honor. For your sake and for the sake of
our country, I hope you will always strive to
be men and women of conviction and char-
acter.

As you enter professional life, I have a few
other suggestions about how to succeed on
the job. For starters, be on time. It’s polite,
and it shows your respect for others. Of
course, it’s easy for me to say. It’s easy for
me to be punctual when armed men stop
all the traffic in town for you. [Laughter]

On the job and elsewhere in life, choose
your friends carefully. The company you
keep has a way of rubbing off on you, and
that can be a good thing or a bad thing. In
my job, I got to pick just about everybody
I work with. [Laughter] I've been happy with
my choices, although I wish someone had
warned me about all of Dick Cheney’s wild
partying. [Laughter]

Let me leave you with one more lesson.
Wherever life takes us and whatever chal-
lenges we meet, each one of us has much
to be grateful for. And the proper measure
of response of a grateful heart is service.
There’s no such thing as a self-made man
or woman. Everyone has had a little help
along the way. It is a sign of maturity to re-
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member our debts and a sign of grace to pass
the favor along in generosity to others.
There’s a wise saying: We make a living by
what we get; we make a life by what we give.

Louisiana State University has a tradition
of gratitude expressed in service to commu-
nity and country. Four monuments on your
campus honor those from LSU who served
and died in the Armed Forces. Recently, a
new name was added to the War Memorial:
Navy Lieutenant Scott Lamana was killed in
the attack on the Pentagon on September the
11th, 2001. He died at his post. His Nation
honors his memory.

In the war on terror we have counted on
others from LSU. With us today to receive
their degrees are three young men who saw
active duty in Operation Iraqi Freedom. We
thank Sergeant Cavalier, Corporal Esposito,
Sergeant Jarreau for their service in the
United States Marine Corps.

One of the finest ways to show gratitude
for freedom is to defend freedom. And those
who wear the uniform of our country have
repaid America many times over with their
selflessness and courage. That courage is
needed. We live in historic times, when the
will and character of America are being test-
ed. We're at war with enemies that have
many destructive ambitions and one over-
riding goal: They want to spread their ide-
ology of hatred by forcing America to retreat
from the world in weakness and fear. Yet,
theyre finding that Americans are not the
running kind. When this country makes a
commitment, we see it through.

We have an historic opportunity, the estab-
lishment of a peaceful and democratic Iraq
at the heart of the Middle East, which will
remove a danger, strike a blow against ter-
rorism, and make America and the world
more secure. We will complete the mission
for which so many have served and sacrificed.
And the world can be certain we will defend
the freedom and security of this Nation,
whatever it takes. And the world can be cer-
tain we will never abandon our belief that
freedom is the gift from the Almighty to
every man and woman in this world.

More than 60 years ago, when America
was attacked at Pearl Harbor, a senior at this
university joined the Marine Corps. He was
three credits short, so he didn’t graduate in
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1942. Instead, he found himself taking part
in fierce battles at Iwo Jima and Guam and
elsewhere in the Pacific theater. Corporal
Lamar Simmons returned home to Louisiana
and built a successful career running radio
stations. Not so long ago, his stepson learned
that LSU gives academic credit for military
service and applied for those credits on be-
half of Mr. Simmons. And so a man who
began his studies here in 1938 graduates with
you today: Lamar Simmons, Class of 2004.

Mr. Simmons, with my honorary degree,
I guess that makes me the second-oldest
member of your graduating class. [Laughter]
I speak for all of my classmates in paying
tribute to this one man and to the great gen-
eration of Americans to which he belongs.
These Americans saw faraway conflict
change their lives and took on duties they
had not asked for and did what had to be
done. They kept this country free. We are
still in their debt.

As President, I've had the privilege of see-
ing another generation rise to its responsibil-
ities and show its character. I've seen the
goodness and idealism of young Americans.
I've seen confidence—I've seen your con-
fidence in yourselves, and I have confidence
in you, in your generation, and in the great
contributions you will make to our country.

I wish you all the best. I thank you for
letting me share this day. I'm proud to be
a member of your class. Congratulations, and
may God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:21 a.m. at the
Pete Maravich Assembly Center. In his remarks,
he referred to Mark A. Emmert, chancellor, and
Nick L. Saban, head football coach, Louisiana
State University; and William L. Jenkins, presi-
dent, and Roger H. Ogden, chairman, board of
supervisors, Louisiana State University System.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

937

May 15

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

May 17

In the morning, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Roh
Moo-hyun of South Korea to discuss the pos-
sibility of redeploying a U.S. military brigade
from South Korea to Iraq, the situation in
North Korea, and other issues. He then had
a telephone conversation with Prime Min-
ister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan to discuss
the possibility of redeploying a U.S. military
brigade to Iraq, Prime Minister Junichiro’s
upcoming visit to Pyongyang, North Korea,
and the situation in North Korea.

Later in the morning, the President had
an intelligence briefing. Later, he traveled to
Topeka, KS, arriving in the afternoon. Upon
arrival, he met with USA Freedom Corps vol-
unteer Leo Barbee, Jr.

Later in the afternoon, the President trav-
eled to Atlanta, GA, where, upon arrival, he
met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer
Brandon Gray.

In the evening, the President made re-
marks at a Victory 2004 reception and then
attended a Victory 2004 dinner at a private
residence. He then returned to Washington,
DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Christopher William Dell to be
Ambassador to Zimbabwe.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Jack Rosen as a member of the U.S.
Holocaust Memorial Council.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Charles C. Nguyen and Van Toi Vo
as members of the Board of Directors of the
Vietnam Education Foundation.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Nicole Stelle Garnett, John A.
Kaneb, and Reggie B. Walton as members
of the National Prison Rape Reduction Com-
mission.

The President announced his intention to
designate Roger W. Wallace as Chairman
and to nominate Nadine Hogan and Jack
Vaughn as members of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Inter-American Foundation.

The President announced his intention to
designate F. Duane Ackerman as Chairman



